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THE DEBT AND GOVERNMENT 

FUNDING 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, the day be-

fore yesterday I surprised some by say-
ing nice things about Congressman 
PAUL RYAN, and they said nice things 
about him. Since then, a handful of 
people have demanded to know why we 
would ever say nice things about a man 
who has attacked Medicare, Medicaid, 
and Social Security, as he has done in 
recent history. The answer is very sim-
ple. Democrats need, our country 
needs, responsible Republican negoti-
ating partners if Congress is to avoid 
twin challenges facing us in the coming 
weeks: avoiding the first-ever default 
in the full faith and credit of the 
United States and preventing another 
government shutdown. We need some-
one to deal with. We must avoid the 
self-inflicted wounds that have typified 
the rule of House Republicans and cer-
tainly Senate Republicans. 

In spite of our ideological differences, 
in my view, Congressman RYAN is the 
only House Republican, whom I am 
aware of, with real potential to impose 
a basic modicum of order in the House 
of Representatives and work with us to 
avoid default and another government 
shutdown. He has helped in the past, 
and I am confident he could in the fu-
ture if he chooses to. 

To my allies, rest assured that I will 
continue to oppose Congressman 
RYAN’s plans to privatize Medicare and 
slash Social Security. I have said the 
Ryan budget would lead to a 
‘‘Kochtopia,’’ and I believe that to be 
truer now than ever before. 

Congressman RYAN also coauthored 
the Murray-Ryan budget compromise. 
That was good work. House Chairman 
RYAN and Senate Chair MURRAY, Budg-
et chairs, did a very good job. He ap-
pears to be supportive of comprehen-
sive immigration reform, and he joined 
Democrats in saying America’s auto 
industry and financial system should 
be saved. 

Maybe the problems are too deep to 
resolve any time soon. I hope not. I am 
concerned that we have already seen 
Congressman RYAN prove incapable of 
reining in members of the so-called 
Freedom Caucus. I hope that is not a 
sign of things to come, but with the 
stakes as high as they are, we owe it to 
the American people to pursue the 
most responsible path, and that will be 
it. Now is the time to rebuild a system 
where ‘‘compromise’’ is no longer con-
sidered a dirty word and where Repub-
licans and Democrats work side-by-side 
to address the challenges our govern-
ment faces. However, one of the condi-
tions Congressman RYAN has given 
House Republicans is that he doesn’t 
want to work weekends. Well, if he gets 
the job, I hope he will not take week-
ends off until we do something to solve 
the debt crisis and to fund the govern-
ment. 
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BLOCKING NOMINATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, Congres-

sional Republicans continue to govern 

destructively during this 114th Con-
gress. After nearly a year in control of 
the Senate, what do Republicans have 
to show for it? Shutdown threats, 
lapsed laws, vital programs expired, 
and an abiding sense of uncertainty. 
Instead of looking for opportunities to 
govern constructively, Republicans ap-
pear to be bent on mayhem. They are 
doing everything they can to appeal to 
their extreme rightwing without re-
gard to the consequences. 

It seems that every day that is a bad 
day for government, we have a large 
segment of the Republican caucus 
cheering that it is great. Anything that 
is bad for government is a good day for 
us, is what they are saying. Instead of 
looking for opportunities to govern 
constructively, they are doing every-
thing they can to not do things con-
structively. They are doing everything 
they can to appeal to, I guess, the ex-
treme rightwing, to phrase it, without 
regard to the consequences, but con-
sequences are very significant. 

This afternoon we are finally con-
firming Ambassadors for several Afri-
can nations, but to view the confirma-
tion of four individuals a success would 
be a mistake, when we consider that 
Senate Republicans are doing every-
thing they can to stop these nominees. 

Just 2 weeks ago, the junior Senator 
from Arkansas announced his intention 
to hold up our Ambassadors to Sweden, 
Norway, and the Bahamas. At a time 
when American leadership is needed 
abroad, these posts sit empty because 
the junior Senator from Arkansas is 
blocking them. Why is Senator COTTON 
blocking these nominees? He has ad-
mitted his hold has nothing to do with 
the nominees’ qualifications—nothing. 
Indeed, all were reported out of the 
Foreign Relations Committee with bi-
partisan support months ago. Instead, 
the junior Senator from Arkansas is 
holding these nominees hostage until 
he gets information from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. That is 
right. He is holding up State Depart-
ment nominations to get a response 
from Homeland Security. Blocking im-
portant Ambassadors to get informa-
tion from a completely different agen-
cy makes zero sense. That is akin to 
having two fighters in a ring and one 
fighter is going for the referee instead 
of the other boxer. That is about what 
we have here. The sad part about this 
is that the junior Senator from Arkan-
sas is not alone in blocking qualified 
nominees. The Republican caucus is ob-
viously supporting him. Why? 

I have spoken before about the cru-
cial need to confirm Gayle Smith as 
Ambassador to the U.S. Agency for 
International Development. She would 
be a good Administrator. I talked to 
one of my staff yesterday who has a 
relative who works for this Agency. It 
is terrible. There is nobody leading the 
Agency. It has affected the whole de-
partment. That is wrong. 

Why is this nomination important? 
The Agency for International Develop-
ment, better known as USAID, plays a 

central role in our Nation’s foreign pol-
icy. How? By administering humani-
tarian and development aid to nations 
of people in need. A person only needs 
to watch the nightly news to see that 
help is needed across the globe—the 
pictures of the huddled masses of men, 
women, and children now with the 
weather turning in Europe. There are 
millions of people trying to get out of 
Syria, trying to get out of the Middle 
East because of what is going on there, 
with blankets—wet blankets—over 
their bodies. Little kids are being pro-
tected by their mothers, as much as 
they can be, and by their dads. Victims 
of civil wars, disease outbreaks, and 
natural disasters depend on the aid and 
compassion of the American people. To 
our credit, we try our best to help as 
much as possible. 

Let’s take one example: the Syrian 
refugee crisis. It is the worst humani-
tarian crisis since World War II. That 
says a lot. Millions—not thousands, 
millions—of Syrians have been dis-
placed because of the country’s civil 
war. Thousands are fleeing to Europe 
to escape the violence. Because of that 
civil war, it is estimated that there are 
4 million displaced people in Syria 
alone. Millions have been displaced in 
Iraq. The whole Middle East is in tur-
moil. The United States has an obliga-
tion to assist—a humanitarian obliga-
tion to assist. We are the single largest 
donor of humanitarian aid for the Syr-
ian crisis. But how can we help if Sen-
ate Republicans are hamstringing this 
Agency? They are doing that. 

Gayle Smith, an experienced public 
servant, has been nominated to lead 
this Agency. This good woman can’t 
even get a vote in the Senate. Senator 
CRUZ has been blocking her nomination 
for months. Why? Is there anything 
that is wrong about her? Of course not. 
The word is it is because he doesn’t 
like the Iran nuclear agreement. Re-
member what the Iran nuclear agree-
ment was? It was an effort by the 
international community, including 
Russia and China, to stop Iran from 
getting a nuclear weapon. That is what 
it was all about. I guess Mr. CRUZ, in 
his attempt to become President—1 of 
15 Republicans running for President— 
thinks this would be a good issue for 
him, blocking the person this govern-
ment has chosen to lead this Agency. 

Gayle Smith has extensive experi-
ence in African affairs. She worked at 
this Agency during the Clinton admin-
istration. She is exactly the type of 
leader our country needs to confront 
this crisis in Europe. Even the chair-
man of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, the junior Senator from Ten-
nessee, said he was ‘‘glad the executive 
branch has nominated someone who 
has the kind of experience [Smith] 
has.’’ Her nomination has won support 
from prominent Republicans, including 
Bill Frist who was one of my prede-
cessors as the majority leader in the 
Senate, and from Richard Lugar, the 
distinguished Republican, former chair 
of the Foreign Relations Committee in 
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